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part of a gathe
movement, anti
tural Viagra of
EAST HAMPTON, N.y. _three are under
apo of eastern Long I
il low, with the brown

¢ anti-McMansion

By ALASTAIR GORDON

to about $400,000),
minimum of maintenance. Each cuts
“against the grain of Hamptons ex-
 cess tooffer a lighter, slightly whim-
ical nn ummer livin
laws per-
views.

They.
austere. "m first we called It o
throwaway house, n.ld Ken Kuchin,
w'::’bulll a sculptural white ‘meln‘:
sl ‘on a prominent stretch of san
of ‘shingle and pop Palladian and,  gune, one of the last open oceanfront
recently, Miami stronghold style jois In East Hampton. He spent
wih white stucco walls. $150,000 on the house — less than
:]m as the summer of 2001 winds  some Hamptonites spend on import-
n — and margin calls from bro- ed patio tiles — but it grew Into
kau filter in — there s evidence of a  something more: a little sonnet to
mood shift here: three houses.{in- the sun and sea. *‘We wanted it to be
ishied In the last few months suggest  very casual — a place you could just
a new spirit of restraint. They are walk into In a wet bathing suit, with

g

competing for water
the last 10 years, ;o,«mmure-
foot mansions have been going up
1ik8 Levitt prefabs in varying styles

Che New York Times

and on your feet,” Mr. Kuchin said.
But what will the nelghbors say of
1 1,000-square-foot, stripped-to-the

ntrance, for 3
Instead of sharing cups of sugar,

residents here have a habit of taking

another &%{}. Is some-
lhllll lhul! 'l it

the proximity X, New York

Cl!y) that brings out proprietary in-

stincts. ““The house I! very visible
nnd very raw,"" Mr. Kuchin said. *'It
sticks up off the ground.” A few
nelghbors complained to the Village
Board about the metal siding. Real-
tors who were shown the
reacted as if it were a minor act of
subversion.

“"You can't see someone's apart-
ment In the city, but out here every-
thing's visible,” said Peter M. Tur-
Ino, co-owner of Dunemere Associ-
ates, which specializes in high-end

DOWNSIZING
The Kuchin
house, left, was
built for $150,000
on a prominent
stretch of sand
dune above Two

Mile Hollow

Beach. Construc- =
ted with metal
siding and floor-
to-ceiling
windows, it is a
modest 1,000-
square-foot
antidote to the
rambling trophy
houses visible
from its deck
(inset). The
Silverman house,
below, is 1,900

square feet

Kuchin's
white beach M\Lle m‘ serve as a

out of luhkm. we're
transitional Hme. nnd it's ‘Dill; o
get worse before it gets better,” sald |
Michael Braverman, a Hamptons
broker for 28 years. He said hun-
dreds of mid-range houses were on
the market but not selling. “The
gmul estates are still turning over,

but the middle-range spec houses are
sitting there. T'hcy re the first ones to
be in trouble."

Mr. Kuchin, 47, a retired transpor-

Continued on Page &
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Cont

sed From Page 1, This Sect
tation executive could easily have

trophy mansion when
Bruce

is partner

oclal work:

Anderson, a 49-year-o!

er, bought the five-acre lot for $3 million tn
nt tn

1998 But they saw it as an experim
simple beach living, not a grand decl

of status. (The property 1s now valued at

$7.5 miltion. though Mr. Kuchin has no im
madiate plans (o sell)
The house might have been even smaller

but the Village of East Hampton requires
that residences be at least 850 square feet
Mr. Kuchin and Mr. Anderson began with
that size and oxpanded another 200 square
feot during the design process. “The whole
iden was o feel the ocean, 1o fit nto the
natural landscape and feel the salt spray,
Mr. Kuchin sald

The architect

Preston Phillips, said he

found the tight budget a creative challenge

Knew It was an opportunity to do some-
thing unique,
restraint — no

but It would require great
anite countertops, no Delta
Mr. Phillips spent more

the Kuchin house than he
‘Every

\\\\( millions.

tiny,
actually making {t look good."
Mr. Kuchin's house cost about
square foot, the average in the Hamptons is

“The hyw-u challenge was
In the end,
$150 per

closer to
They began with the simplest shape —
19-by-50-foot bax with prepainted um n ~m

ANTI-MANSION Ken Kuchin's
architect, Preston Phillips, built his own
simple stucco home in a wooded stretch

of Bridgehampton, above, in 1988

ing normally used for barns ($1.50 & square
foot) screwed into plywood walls. PVC tub-

| Ing was used for railings around the deck.
Mr. Kuchin repeatedly asked his architect
| 1o raise the house to take advantage of
| ocean views and the prevailing southwest
reeze. It was Ken's (dea to keep raising
it said Mr. Phillips. "It was his mantra:
leb's raise (¢ another foot* The roof was
raised six feel With twin shed roofs, sloping

create a b
Jerntat: beach

houses of the 1960's and 70's

ANY of the new mansions here are
Mnnm with such precious furnish-
ings that they require canstant clf-

mate control and are completely sealed off
from the elements. What's more, neotradi-
tional houses must be pasitioned in a formal
way, with relatively small windows and
covered porches, effectively shutting them-
selves off from the best views. At the Kuchin
house, floor-to-ceiling Windows offer a pan-
orama of wild seascapes o
clouds.
You don't just get part of the view, you
geteverything: the dunes, the ocean and the
sky (n equal horizontal bands," Mr. Phillips
said. “1f we had left it a flat roof, we would
have lost the sky.”" The sensation 1§ en-

hanced by an azure vinyl covering on the
sloping cellings. *'I wanted it to be iridescent
blue $0 1t would look as if the sun were
reflecting off the ocean,” he sald

The deck is as ig as the whole house, with
a flat-roofed pergola for shade. *“The idea
was that we would be outside most of the
time,” Mr. Kuchin said. A ramp leads to a
footpath that meanders through bayberry
and pine all the way to Twa Mile Hollow
Beach. The interior could not be more un-
derstated, with a galley-style kitchen, living
i and dining rooms together, a single bath and
bedroom separated from the living area by
a double-sided firoplace.
© Inatrue beach house, the focus is always
i on nature. And here, views are everything,
with floor-to-celling windows framing the

nd scudding
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A new spirit of
estraint among
supersized homes.

|

The return to a simple summer style Is
also faking root far from the expensive
dunefront In the Northwest Woods of
East Hampton, Stuart and Susan Silverman

Alastair Gordon is the author of *Weekend
Utopia: Modern Living in the Hamptons™
(Princeton Architectural Press)

\mm\l their own weekend paradise.

We told our architects that we weren't
|m\m.\ for a huge house but a jewel, some-
thing small but beautiful.” Mrs. Silverman
sald. *The rooms didn't need to be big or
fancy with marble and all that. We just
wanted a room for family living and a great
room outside.”

The 1,900-square-foot house appears
much larger. “The Idea was to physically
define what you can't see," said Chris Coy,
the architect who designed the house in the
woods, along with his partmer, Roburt
Barnes. “They wanted a feeling atlal
serenity, They wanted to feel iike mcv were
part of the woods when they were Inside the
house."*

The house 0pens to the woods with a 24-by-
24-foot. window. The architects wanted o
give it the feeling of a Scandinavian retreat

where simple, outdoor living took prece-

dencs

the M)\\'nnun hous

dernes

something like th

They don

t undel

aver appearances. *“We tried to make

disappoar Into the wil-
r. Barnes sald

Mrs. Siiverman added

showed the plans, some of our friends went,
*Oh my God, how do you have the nerve to do
2" Most people don't feel
confident about expressing their origi-
tand their needs,

“When we first

and they let other people decide for them.!"

tures Galles
mechanism.,
she bought

prime views

bullding small was a defense

The house to the east —

a T00-square-foot bungalow
overlooking Mecox Bay in Bridgehampton
in 1993, She was happy with its spartan
simplicity until she found herself crowded in
by looming nelghbors wha built high to gain

0

kind of shingle erection according to Ms.
Winer — rises high. “They could see right
Into my living room,” she said. The neigh-
bars (o the west also bullt prominently, in
what Mrs. Winer described as “a Soprano
style

Kat Evarts, a partnor with Frederick
Stelle in Stelle Architects, a nnd,mmm.mm
fiem, heard Mrs. Win “She ¢
our office and sald, ‘Help, In\bclnhlnnnh\l
by ugly McMansions. She wanted to create
a_ peaceful world while blocking out the
aggressive new neighbors’” Ms. Evarts
added 1,200 square fect of living space while
retaining the pared<down aesthetic of the
original bungalow. The new section Is oris
ented to the north and looks onto Mecox Bay
while blocking out the looming new intrud-
ers. “We thought of it like a horse w
blinders.”” Ms. Evarts said. **You hay

B New Yirh Tien

punescaPe The Kuchin house

above. Inset, the owners, Ken Kuchin
(left) and Bruce Anderson, flank their
architect, Preston Phillips in a living
room framed with ocean views.

INSIDE 0UT The Silvermans (fad lelt

with Chris Coy, their architect) wagted
their house to blend with the woods
Only glass separates family and woods

on one side (left).

lutely no sense of the neighbars when you're
inside the house."
The Winer house
straint. It's a litle Bauhaus beach’ houss
p.mln‘l on cedar stilts with an all-glass wall

Is a lesson in self-re

facing north, toward the bay, and a
screened-in porch nu  dining, Ms Winer
Rrow up on the West and she Whnted
something simple, like the_ Santn pMpica
surfer shacks sho remembered (oW her
youth. “We didn't pump 1t up anyghiiher
than [t needed to be," she said. “It felt

natural. You just walk in and outiah the
ground level” She kept the landscape as
simple as passible, with dune grass and &
narrow footpath cutting through the bayber-
ry and marsh grass to the edge of bay.

Ms. Evarts sald, “Helene knows wr-- she
nd that's what the house is

The Hamptons Is probably not bt 1
convert entirely to simple modern homes
Traditional styles, however ersatz, Will no
uuum contini o3 the preferred expression
val. *“Traditional architecture
s st very +ln.* Mr, Turino said. ‘Gtlooks
like old establishment, and that's whatmast
people with money want

But Rick Shumway, a contractan who
worked on the Winer house, said he had been
hired to build a half-dozen modest medern
homes in the past few months, a fumiber
that surprised him

In keeping with a less bullish market and
diminished expectations, the recenfyesur-
gence of the modern beach house, however
limited, may signal the beginning of an
actual trend — one that offers a: leaner
alternative to having It all

Jell Meatiey Saae ATMIRS

PUTTING ON BLINDERS To block the view of mansions crowding in on Helene Winer's lean little bayfront bungalow, Kate Evarts, a Bridgehampton architect, added 1,200 square feet facing Mecox Bay.
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